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Tendentious apperception

The tendency, according to Adler, that all people have to understand new perceptions or novel experiences
in terms of their pre-existing network of meanings. --- This term is synonymous with biased apperception.
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Tendentious apperception can be recognized in people’s remarks, in what they mishear, in the way they

interpret everything. This has nothing to do with reality but fits their prototype and pattern. Their
tendentious apperception becomes repetitious in various situations because people are not oriented to
reality but to a preconceived prototype toward which they move. Each person cuts a small segment out of
the whole reality into which he or she is born as an infant and now tries to move within it.
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When the prototype - that early personality embodying a goal - g is formed, the individual becomes oriented
towards a certain direction. This enables us to predict what will happen later in life.
Individuals apperceptions are from then on likely to fall into the pattern they have established for themselves.
Children will perceive situations according to personal schemes of apperception - that is to say, they will see

the world through the prejudice of their own goals and interests.
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What Life Should Mean to You TA£DEHRDOEZ] FDE>TLVBAEE“What Life Could Mean to
You” Oneworld,Oxford2009 TUZ:)

P15 Human beings live in the realm of meanings. We do not experience things in the
abstract; we always experience them in human terms. Even at its source our experience
is qualified by our human perspective. -

~-But no human being can escape meanings. We experience reality only through the
meaning we ascribe to it: not as a thing in itself, but as something interpreted.
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3. CONSTANCY 10

When the prototype- that early personality which embodies the goal is formed, the line
of direction is established and the individual be comes definitely oriented. It is this
fact which enables us to predict what will happen later in life. The individual’s
apperceptions are from then on bound to fall into a groove established by the line of
direction. The child will not perceive given situations as they actually exist, but under
the prejudice of his own interests.

From now on, the world is seen through a stable schema of appercepfion: Experiences
are interpreted before they are accepted, and the interpretation always accords with
the original meaning given to life. Even if this meaning is very gravely mistaken, even if
the approach to our problems and tasks brings us continually into misfortunes and
agonies, it is never easily relinquished.

By the time a child is five years old his attitude to his environment is usually so fixed
and mechanized that it proceeds in more or less the same direction for the rest of his
life. His apperception of the external world remains the same. The child is caught in
the trap of his perspectives and repeats unceasingly his original mental_ mechanisms

and the resulting actions.
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5) Security

- “A Student’s Glossary of ADLERIAN TERMINOLOGY” £ Y
All our strivings are directed toward a position in which a feeling of securityhas been achieved, a
feeling that all the difficulties of life have been overcome and that we have emerged finally, in
relation to the whole situation around us, safe and victorious. (Adler“What life should mean to
you.”)

=B DBENIEFTRT, L& NED TR TOREEZ AR L 72 & v 5 B, 2 L CRHORIL AL
DRERICE W T, FEICRETHA L T d & w ) BREZER L ZME T b s,

(i)
Adler distinguishes between the false goal of ‘security’ that is sought by the neurotic individual and
the legitimate goal of securitywhich the normal individual seeks. The neurotic is always pursuing
self-centered concern with the protection of his self-esteem. The normal individual equates security
with sufficient courage, concern for his fellows and self assurance to meet the challenges of life head
on.
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