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Characteristic variations also are depending upon whether the child experiences
self as “successful” or not. A “failed” first born tends to give up completely. A
second child, who does not feel able to catch up to the pacemaker, switches to an
area of endeavor which does not compete with the eldest. A failed middle child is
embittered because of being squeezed out of significance. Life is unfair. The failed
youngest remains baby-like—assuming dependent and helpless roles.
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Different children react quite differently to the same situation, so that in no family
do two children, even identical twins, grow up in exactly the same situation. The family
environment is different for each individual child. And obviously the birth of each
subsequent child changes the situation. We must also remember that parents become
older and more experienced with each new child. They may become sufficiently better
off to own their own home. Or they may become poorer through some misfortune. Or
perhaps they may move to another area where the neighbours are different. Another
factor which may alter the situation is the arrival of step—parents because of divorce
or death.

Another important factor is whether a sibling is ill or crippled, or whether a child is
born shortly before or after the death of another child. Being an only boy among girls
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is a special situation, as is being an only girl among boys. Even certain obvious physical
characteristics, such as a child’'s prettiness, can exert strong influences. And we must
take into account whether other people besides the nuclear family—the parents and
children—also live in the house, grandparents for example, or aunts, lodgers or
household help.
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The second child occupies a rather uncomfortable position and often behaves
something like a locomotive. She is constantly under pressure, and tries to catch up
with the older child in order to avoid this constant pressure from him. A second child
never has her parents’ undivided attention but always has another child ahead of her
who is generally more advanced. If she believes she cannot win against the first child
her claim to equality is questioned. These children often behave as if they were in a
race, being overactive and pushy. We almost always observe competition between the
first two children which suggests that their characters will develop in contrasting ways.
If one child is reliable and good, the other may become unreliable and bad. If one is
successful, the second will probably feel insecure and doubt his own abilities. If a third

child is born the second becomes caught in between, a so—called 'sandwich child’.
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The middle child of three

This child has an insecure place within the family group and often feels neglected,
for he discovers that he has neither the privileges of the youngest nor the rights of
the oldest child. Consequently he may feel unloved and abused and become convinced
that the world is unfair to him. He may then not be able to find a place in the group,
which can discourage him very deeply and make him a difficult child, a problem child.

If children are in the middle of larger families they normally develop more stable
characters. Even sibling rivalry is usually less pronounced. Generally the larger the
family, the less conflict and rivalry there is among the children.
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In a large family of children the conflict between the first and second child is
repeated under some form or other lower down in the family, but it generally tends
to be less fierce. Consequently children who come in the middle of a family usually
develop more balanced characters. The third child frequently sides with one of the
two elder children. Often two children lower down in the family treat each other as
competitors like the first and second children.
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If there are three children, the middle child finds himself in a characteristic
situation. He has neither the same rights as the older nor the privileges of the
younger. Consequently, a middle child often feels squeezed out between the two. He
may become convinced of the unfairness of life and feel cheated and abused. In
some instances, the middle child can overcome his predicament by pushing down his
two opponents and elevating himself through special accomplishments. The position
of a middle child is accentuated when three children follow one another closely,
when a girl is between two boys, or vice versa.
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