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P.132~
Prototypes

A prototype is a figure or a concept according to which people try to mold themselves. It is something
that is in front of them, something that they consider worthwhile to be like. If someone wants to be
like Napoleon, then Napoleon is his or her prototype, the model. The prototype is chosen from the
goal and is the expression of a person’s ultimate idea of a place where he or she could not be outdone.
For example, if a person were stronger than father, he or she could be safe, norequal with, but superior
and in a situation of absoluteness. Individuals train themselves with their thoughts, and actions in
order to reach their prototypes. Adler once wrote about this four year old who wanted to be a
gravedigger. Why? Because he wants to be the last, the one who puts all the others in their graves, a

terrific power idea.
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The pattern and prototype have not changed if a person wishes to be a firefighter as a child and
school principal as a grown-up. This is someone who influences others. Children go through phases,
for example, a child wants to be a firefighter. Why? Because he thinks a firefighter runs through town,
makes nice noises, and stands on a ladder. The child doesn’t want to climb it but wants to sit on top.
Later on he might want to be a police officer or perhaps a teacher. Very often children will say, “But
[ will be a strict one.” The child wants to be the one who dictates to others. The police officer and the
firefighter dictate. It is the prototype who is an authoritative, powerful, person, which he chooses
from someone whose authority he probably experiences. The child doesn’t know that later he will
change and become a banker or something similar where he has power. The prototype remains the

same: to be a powerful person who dictates to others.
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