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P142 Notes

Prototype - Father’ s Job XREDEEE
I knew this six year old boy whose father was Secretary of the Interior on Vienna. The boy had a
party and the children surrounded the father and asked him about driving the locomotive at night,
who shoveled the coal, and so forth. The father had no idea what the children were talking about and
after they left he asked his son what all the questions were about. The boy said, “All their fathers do
something and you don’t. I felt ashamed so I told them you were a locomotive engineer.”
For this youngster doing something meant being important, the prototype. He did not have any idea

what his father did, so his son got him a decent job.
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Prototype - Napoleon F+HRL A

One of my patients was a very small and ugly girl. She would come into my office and pose. She
said when asked that Napoleon impressed her most in history. This was her idea of power. Because
she was small and ugly, she probably thought she would not be loved. Her idea of the utmost a person

could be in life was to be Napoleon, an idea that many people have.
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Prototype - Pericles ANJyH L X

Sometimes a prototype becomes very fashionable. At one time Pericles, a very wise and beautiful



figure, was studied in high school and the children were very impressed with him. I remember one
boy whose goal was to be something extraordinarily intelligent and wise. Many historical figures were
studied in school but they did not fit with his ideas. He wanted to overcome his difficulties, his
insecurities. He thought that if he would know more than others, then he would be safe or important.
When he learned about Pericles in school, who represented to him absolute knowledge and wisdom,
this became the person who fit view of the world, his pattern. But he had had this idea from early
childhood, “If I were intelligent and wise, then I would know more than other people, then I would
feel safe.”

Many children who read a great deal, read out of insecurity. Perhaps they want to find greater
knowledge than they normally might have at this age and, therefore, find security. Suddenly in

literature or history someone emerges whose name they can attach to their striving.
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