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15 Style of Life

P148~P149
Apparent Contradictions "2 Eo¥E

We will find within the style of life seemingly contradictory actions because a person
will use whatever means possible to achieve the goal. For example, persons who are very
nice at home will be extremely unpleasant in public life. Perhaps it is because it frightens
them to be among people. Or, as we say in Vienna, there are people who go up to the

attic to laugh. No one in the family has ever seen them laugh, yet they are the life of any

party. Perhaps, in their opinion, this is the way to get respect at a party: to be lively. Their
idea of being respected at home is to be sullen. It is a very wrong or right idea that they

have but people often act in a completely different way, depending on the situation.
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The style of life remains the same as long as persons move toward the same goal. Since
the style of life is a method of approaching one’s goal or bringing one’s pattern to
realization, very divergent things go into it. The means that people use to bring their
patterns to realization can be so opposite from one another that others may have the idea
that two souls reside in the same body. People can be generous and stingy or industrious
and lazy at the same time. We can see that these different means are being used in order
to reach the same goal. We know very well that persons can gallop, creep, jump, take a
car, ride a bicycle, even go backwards, as long as they are still going in the same direction.
The means that people use to get there are the means that in their opinion will best fit the
situation.
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Thus, opposite actions can be seen in the style of life as long as they serve the same
goal. Therefore, as Adler has said, if two people do the same thing, it can mean something
very different. And if two people do something absolutely different, it still can mean the
same. For example, you could use a hammer on a nail, but you can use an axe, too. An axe
is not very practical, but you can use it. Many times people use apparently inappropriate
means to reach a certain goal. For instance, in a family there can be the hellion and the
sunshine. It is the same goal because the one child takes mother (or whomever) away
from the other child. Every single case has to be examined for what is behind the actions.
The various things that people use are called the guiding lines, the lines that guide the
person toward the goal. The guiding lines can be seen in the style of life, they are the
various tools. The guiding lines lead the person to bring this fictitious goal to realization.

They are created by the person for this purpose.
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