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In the “Education of Children,” Sicher takes up her recurrent theme of cooperation as she discusses the
attempts to bridge the gap between children and grown-ups. She reiterates Adler’s notion that without the
feeling of inadequacy that children have, there would be no desire to grow or accomplish. If children are
thwarted in their efforts to grow, through pampering, neglect, or abuse, then as grown-ups they will be
unable to connect themselves to others or to contribute.
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She presents many issues that have frequently troubled parents in dealing with children: not eating,
temper tantrums, and illnesses that surface when a younger sibling is born. Not all children’s misbehavior is
for the purpose of gaining attention, as is frequently heard in popular conversation. At times it can be for
the purpose of getting grown-ups into their service. She states that if grown-ups understood what the
children were attempting, then using friendliness could make it impossible for the child to continue the
misbehavior. She presents many techniques for dealing with children that should be helpful to both teachers
and parents. One of the editor’s favorite Sicher stories about Peter and spinach is contained in this piece.
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Whenever Sicher gave public lectures or classes, the question and answer period was always lively and
ranged widely over many different topics. The two pieces “Questions and Answers- I and II” follow this
usual pattern, as she discusses prejudice, religion, criminality, and hell. In "Questions and Answers - 1 ,”
she takes up her ongoing theme of interdependence in responding to a comment by a class member, “My
understanding is that our rights can’t conflict if we travel side by side. "Her response reflects her frequently
humorous and vivid analogous view when she says, “ * - * but even if we travel side by side we cannot
travel with our elbows out.”
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In “Questions and Answers - II,” she lists Adler’s seven basic concepts, something that should interest
students of psychology. Because many questions were asked about raising children, these edited transcripts
of unidentified tapes were placed here.
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