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On the other hand, this dethronement does not always happen. It is possible that the father plays
the role of a firstborn and handles his own first child, either a son or a daughter, as a secondborn.
Perhaps this is because the father does not want to be dethroned again as he was in his own
upbringing. If the oldest one is sickly and the youngest one is strong, the older one will never be
dethroned. There are millions of possibilities and, therefore, never say “Aha! Because someone is an
only child, therefore, it is this way.” There is no “Aha” psychology. There is a psychology of experience,

of thinking oneself into the world of the other person.
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This gives us some understanding of the reasons that an oldest child is thought of as conservative.
Perhaps this oldest thinks that it would be ideal to be an only one without any possibility of
dethronement. Eldests can probably be understood better from the way they choose their professions,
the type of work, if their family constellation, earliest memories, and so forth are understood. It is
necessary to know the whole circumstances and not to say because someone is the oldest, therefore!
It is possible that the oldest child is not in the position of the oldest at all. In a large family children
are born in sets. For example, if there are four children together and then after a long pause two more
children arrive, the fifth might be an oldest. This child is not zhe oldest in a family, but an oldest. We
have to know exactly what is going on before we can say that this might or could be the situation. We

have to learn from the persons themselves what the situation is that led them to misinterpret it.
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Many times we find that this oldest child, who up to now has had no symptoms, develops all kinds
of symptoms that seem to the parents completely nonunderstandable. They are very understandable
because now this child tries to keep mother busy. If she is busy with him, she has no time for the baby.
The first child might think that he has lost out because up to now when the child yelled “mommy,”
mommy came. Now she says, “Wait a minute darling, I have to bathe the baby.” Suddenly we have
the dethronement of the crown prince, the up-to-then successor to the throne thinks that the usurper
is coming. If children experience themselves in a certain situation as valuable or not valuable, they
will do a variety of things in order to retain or regain what they consider their personal worth. They
will act in order to obtain a place where they would feel that their value could not be contested

anymore. This would work if a child remained an only one, the parents or surroundings could then be

ruled. But for instance, if these only children had to work in a job they could not do it because the job

would demand cooperation between them and others. They have not learned, they want to do it their

own way. They want to be zhe one to be praised and to be the main and most important person.
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