2025.11.13 2%
THE collected works of LYDIA SICHER

p.1731.21~

The Youngest Child

In many families the youngest is rather pampered. Yet we know that there are families where
this youngest would do anything not to be a youngest. This child would swear, “If I could be reborn I
would never be a youngest.” Why? Because there is a situation that this youngest child does not like.
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For example, if the youngests are smaller than the others, then they are not able to do the things that
the olders do. It would not be pleasant if told all the time by the older ones, “You are too young, too
silly.” Also, it might add to the problems if the parents say, “Wait until you are grown.”
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The position of the youngest has not changed in human history. Ancient stories of mankind
(German and Scandinavian fairy tales, the Bible) relate how the youngest surpassed his brothers and
sisters. Even in dreams the youngest asserts superiority. Joseph in the Bible has all others bowing
down before him. Even though Benjamin was a younger brother, Joseph was 17 years old when
Benjamin was born. Therefore, Joseph played the role of the youngest.? Often the youngest becomes
the support of the whole family, if not discouraged.
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The second largest proportion of problem children are youngests because all the family spoils them.
A spoiled child can never be independent. Sometimes a youngest child will not admit to any single
ambition because he wishes to excel in everything, be unlimited and unique.
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Sometimes a youngest may suffer from extreme inferiority feelings. Everyone in the environment is
older, stronger, and more experienced. We should not be too surprised if two youngest children from
different families might be very discouraged. This could be especially true for children from large
families who always have one precursor. They think that they cannot ever gain a place in the sun and
therefore they might try to go off on tangents of their own. We will find the youngest children many
times going in completely different directions from that of the family. This has been known in fairy
tales; it is always the youngest who wins the princess. It is not because the youngests are more
intelligent but perhaps because the youngests have to sharpen their wits in order to survive in their
positions.
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They have many sets of parents as older children sometimes assume the positions of father and
mother. All other children can be dethroned, but not the youngest. There are no followers, but many
pacemakers. The youngest is always the baby and probably the most pampered.
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Everything we do, believe in, think about is our interpretation of life. It has to do to a large
extent with the way children will see and respond to each other’s way of behaving. For example,
there may be one child in a family who is an angel, according to the hailstorm of the other child,
because you cannot outgood a good child. Therefore, in order to get his rights, he has to become a

devil.
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2 See “Family Constellation in the Old Testment,” Appendix A.



